
A D V A N C E D  
P L A C E M E N T  ( A P )  
I N F O R M A T I O N  
S E S S I O N
Thursday, February 6th 6:30pm – 7:30pm



H I G H  S C H O O L  C O U R S E S  A T  Q E H S
1 0 0  C R E D I T S ,  M I N I M U M ,  A R E  N E E D E D  F O R  A  H I G H  S C H O O L  D I P L O M A .

- 2  C O U R S E S

• Course sequences ending in -2, -3, and -

4 include some abstract challenges, but 

they emphasize increasingly concrete 

and practical challenges

- 1  C O U R S E S / A P  C O U R S E S

• Course sequences ending in -1 

emphasize abstract and ambiguous 

challenges

• Students who enroll in –1 courses have 

the option to pursue the corresponding 

AP course, once the pre-requisite 30-

level course has been completed

You do NOT need to select all your courses from the same sequence; this is where the flexibility of the AP program comes in



W H A T  I S  A P ?

• Opportunity for deeper more rigorous learning beyond the Alberta 
Programs of Study

• University style learning – Research, Labs, and Critical Thinking

• Smaller classes with likeminded peers

• Blend of 30 level High School credits and first year University credits

• Flexibility to pursue one or more subjects

• Build a foundation for success at Post Secondary



A P  C O U R S E S  O F F E R E D  A T  Q U E E N  E :

• Math 20-1AP, Math 30-1/31/35AP

• Chemistry 20AP, Chemistry 30/35AP

• Physics 20AP, Physics 30/35AP

• Biology 20AP, Biology 30/35AP

• ELA 20-1/30-1/35AP

• AP Seminar and AP Research *New for 2024



W H O  S H O U L D  T A K E  A P  C O U R S E S :

• Students who have a passion in a certain subject and want to pursue it more 

deeply

• Students with a strong academic foundation in grade 10

• Students who receive Teacher Recommendation to take AP courses at the next 

level

• Students who have a strong work ethic and commitment to academic work

• Students who are looking for advanced credits in first year University

• Students who want to be better prepared for Post Secondary



W H A T  I S  A P  C A P S T O N E ?

Encourage your children to engage in a lot of 'productive disagreement.'

-Greg Lukianoff, Jonathan Haidt



A P  S E M I N A R

• Learn to consider issues from multiple perspectives through multiple lenses

• Build skills in evaluating strengths and weaknesses in arguments

• Learn to identify credible sources of information

• Investigate a variety of topics and viewpoints

• Students will complete: a team research-based presentation, an individual written 

argument, an individual multimedia presentation, and a written end-of-course 

exam

• AP Seminar is a pre-requisite for AP Research



A P  R E S E A R C H

• Students will explore various research methods and complete an independent 

research project

• Independent research projects can build on the topic/problem covered in AP 

Seminar or focus on a brand-new topic chosen by the student

• At the end of the project students will submit their academic paper and 

present/defend your research findings.

• There is no end-of-course exam for AP Research



E X A M P L E S  O F  T O P I C S



A P  C A P S T O N E  A R T I F A C T S

Team Multimedia Presentation
 - investigating an issue and researching proposed 
solutions through a critical lens

Discussing benefits of proposed solution

Signposting presentation content



A P  C A P S T O N E  A R T I F A C T S

Samples of student work from Team 
Multimedia Presentations



A P  C A P S T O N E  A R T I F A C T S

Samples of student work from Team 
Multimedia Presentations



A P  C A P S T O N E  A R T I F A C T S



A P  C A P S T O N E  A R T I F A C T S

Students learn to set group norms, roles, and 
expectations when tackling a collaborative 

research task

Students learn to distill broad research into 
meaningful, evidence-based arguments



W H Y  T A K E  A P  C A P S T O N E ?

• Students stand out on university applications because they demonstrate the 
critical thinking, communication, and research skills associated with AP Capstone

• Students stand out in interviews because of the confidence, expertise and 
passion they demonstrate

• University admissions recognize that AP Capstone students know how to build 
evidence-based arguments, apply research methods, work in teams, deliver 
professional presentations, and complete long-term academic projects

• Students gain skills and confidence related to independent and team research 
and critical thinking



W H Y  T A K E  A P  C O U R S E S ?
National Research Project Results:

• With only one AP exam, if students scored a three or higher, they outperform their 

peers by over 11% at the U of A

• Retention from first to second-year goes up by 7% at UBC

• Students are 13% more likely to graduate in six years or less

Additional research:

• Higher first-year university grades (Beard, Hsu, Ewing, Godfrey, 2019)

• Higher performance in subsequent courses in the subject area of AP 

Exam (Wyatt, Jagesic, Godfrey, 2018)

• Higher 4-year graduation rate (Mattern, Marini, Shaw, 2013)



Q E H S  A P  R E S U L T S

W E I G H T E D  C O M P A R A T I V E  A V E R A G E  O F  S C O R E S  
O F  3 - O R - H I G H E R



B I O L O G Y  A P

Mean 
(2022)

3+
(2022)

QEHS 4.14 100.00%

AB 3.46 82.00%

Global 3.10 67.80%



C A L C U L U S  A B

Mean 
(2024)

3+
(2024)

Mean
(2023)

3+
(2023)

QEHS 3.82 88.20% 3.95 90.00%

AB 3.59 76.80% 3.49 72.80%

Global 3.22 64.50% 2.99 58.00%



C H E M I S T R Y  A P

Mean 
(2024)

3+
(2024)

Mean
(2023)

3+
(2023)

QEHS 4.33 83.30% 4.00 100.00%

AB 3.73 90.80% 3.58 88.50%

Global 3.31 75.70% 3.27 75.20%



E N G L I S H  A P

Mean 
(2023)

3+
(2023)

Mean
(2022)

3+
(2022)

QEHS 4.14 100.00% 4.00 100.00%

AB 3.77 94.60% 3.82 93.90%

Global 3.26 77.10% 3.31 77.90%



P H Y S I C S  C

Mean 
(2023)

3+
(2023)

QEHS 4.12 88.20%

AB 4.15 85.20%

Global 3.50 70.50%



W H Y  T A K E  A P  C O U R S E S ?

National Survey of 465 2nd-year university Canadian students:

• 93% said taking at least one AP course reduced the stress of their first year of 

university

• 94% said that AP gave them an advantage over peers in the same class

• 98% said that they would take AP again in high school if they had the chance



A P  V S I B :

University of Calgary  (U of C):

Provides credit for 74% more courses than IB does

University of British Columbia (UBC):

Provides credit for 48% more course than IB does

Top* Canadian universities (*U of T, McGill, Queen’s, Western Ontario, etc.)

Provides credit for 54% more AP courses compared to IB



A P  V S  I B  C O N T I N U E D . . .

• At Queen’s University: Calculus AP receives full credit, IB SL receives zero

• At U of C:  AP Physics C (only available at  Queen E) receives credit in Physics 259 (for 
engineers only) , no IB equivalent



A P  A T  U N I V E R S I T Y :

• U of A, UBC, and U of C – are looking at the holistic student, so a score on 

an AP exam will never be a disadvantage; they will consider the most 

advantageous score for the student’s application

• The U of A’s AP-exam equivalency is:

 5: 96%,  4: 86%, 3: 76%,  2: 65%

• U of A, UBC, U of T, Dalhousie, and UNB are actively recruiting AP 

Capstone students



W H A T  D O  T H E  U N I V E R S I T I E S  T H I N K ?



W H A T  D O  F O R M E R  Q E H S  S T U D E N T S  T H I N K ?
The AP Program at QE prepared me very well for university in multiple ways. 

I learned how to manage my time properly and develop good study habits, both critical skills when it comes to 

navigating university life. Even though the course load was heavy for my AP classes, the class sizes at QE were 
small enough so I could get one-on-one help from teachers when needed.

I cannot stress enough how important it is to get a solid foundation while still in high school. In university, life 

moves very quickly with the constant stream of labs, assignments, projects, and tests. You don’t have time to go 
back and relearn the fundamentals while keeping up with the new concepts being taught. 

One bit of advice I would give to current students thinking of continuing on to university would be to enroll in at 

least one AP class while in high school. AP classes save so much valuable time, effort, and money once in 

university. One less class can equate to over 12 hours of time saved each week if you factor in lecture time, 
homework, labs, test prep and group assignments. 

I’m very grateful for how well QE prepared me for university, the amazing teachers who shared their passions with 

their students and the variety of challenging courses offered that not only kept me competitive in applying to my 

top choice but also prepared me for the rigour of post-secondary studies. IA – QEHS Class of 2024



W H A T  D O  O U R  S T U D E N T S  T H I N K ?

The TMP project (Capstone) helped develop 
teamwork and speaking skills, which are very 
useful skills in most occupations as well as 
being a useful skill in general. - A.S. Grade 10

Units relating to real world issues, such as the 
Anthropocene allowed students to 
understand current issues in society and the 
contributions they can make as informed 
citizens.  - S.M. Grade 10

AP helps us learn to think critically; we are 
taught to evaluate sources and be mindful of 
the biases, lenses and opinions we all have. 
- B.B. Grade 11

Students could be assigned both leader and 
follower roles in various tasks throughout the 
course. - R.F. Grade 10

During our TMP in Capstone, when decisions 
needed to be made and the group had 
conflict, it was essential for groups to come to 
consensus without direct help from a teacher. 
- G.A. Grade 10



T H E  Q E H S  A P  E X P E R I E N C E :   A D V A N T A G E S  O F  
A P  A T  Q E H S :

- Flexibility with course selection so that registration can be based on interest and passion; 

take next level courses when you're ready

 - Ability to take courses that are ONLY offered at QEHS that have direct equivalents at 

university (AP Capstone, AP Physics C)

 - Smaller class sizes, more consistency with teachers leads to increased opportunities for 

growth and mentorship

 - Math 10C does not need to be taken again in grade 10
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